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#37 Novak Service Station

US 2 East
During the 1920’s and 30’s, this gas station east of Florence
served the needs of area people. Frank Novak, Jr. operated the
station for many years. It originally sat on the east side of the
road and was moved during repaving. Later this building served
as home to a stove business called Woodwarmth, followed by
Pat’s Automotive. In 2007 Knepper’s Repair Shop began an
automotive shop, which continues in business today.

# 1 Tiderman Home

201 Florence Avenue
Your tour begins at the home of early Florence business owners
the Tidermans, established in 1881. Over the years it has housed
an antique shop and K&S Photo. Currently, it houses Tiderman
House Antiques with apartments above.

#34 Reuben Anderson Home

132 Florence Avenue
This is the home of the late Reuben Anderson and his son, the
late Bill Anderson. Reuben owned the Standard Oil Gas Station
for a great many years. They lived right next to their place of
business and they had an immense impact on the community of
Florence. Later, this building would house The Florence Mining
News operations. Today it is a private residence.

#33 Anderson Standard Oil Co.
140 Florence Avenue
Anderson’s Standard Oil Company was established in 1920. It
was owned and operated by Reuben Anderson and later by his
son Bill Anderson. This was once a favorite place for children to
buy penny candy. The building has changed over the years; it
once housed The Florence Mining News, The Old Goldminer’s
Shop, and Mama Bear’s. Today the historic building has been
remodeled and operates as Cuisine Art.

#2 Judge House
200 Central Avenue
A beautiful Queen Anne Victorian house, built in 1893 by Robert
and Estelle Webb, hardwood vendors in the booming mining
industry in Florence, later bought by Bill and Maggie Judge who
were logging pioneers in the 1890’s. The property underwent a 2
½ year remodel in the early 2000’s.
Bill was an important part of development of Florence, as he held
many town meetings in the kitchen. Bill also owned the
Ludington Hotel, also was known as the “Chatterbox,” which was
demolished in 2005.

#3 Maxsells Home

209 Central Avenue
The Maxsells home was established in 1904, on land bought from
the Pewaubic Mining Company. Their daughter, Verle, served as
the first lady judge in 1940. Throughout the years it has served
as a nursing home, residence of the Dr. Sommers family in the
1960’s, and the Hamontrees after that. It is currently Maxsell’s
Restaurant and Suites, owned and operated by Rachel and Don
Egelseer.

#32 James C. Doyle Home

317 Florence Avenue
This historic home, built in 1905, was home to one of the first
sheriffs of Florence County. He would have lived in Florence
during the late 1800’s. Mrs. Doyle stands in front of her beautiful
flowers.

# 5 Chainey Home
308 Central Avenue
Originally owned by Emmanuel and Christine Chainey, this home
was established in the 1880’s. Emmanuel started the Florence
Garage around 1912, purchasing the livery stable building which
once stood on the NW corner of Central Avenue and Quinnesec
Street. Currently, the Chainey home is operated as Chainey House
Bakery.

#29 McGovern Land Office
308 Olive Avenue
McGovern Land Office, established in 1895, later served as the
utility office, and is currently the Mary Gehlhoff residence.

#30 Peter McGovern Home

305 Olive Avenue
Established in 1904, this was home to lumberman and bank vice
president, Peter McGovern.

#7 First Presbyterian Church

316 Norway Street
This beautiful church was established in 1881. The original
manse is to the south. In 1908 the building was raised to its
current height to contstuct a basement fellowship area. Sunday
services are still being held today.

#27 Florence High School

425 Olive Avenue
A photo taken in 1955 shows Florence High School about a
quarter century after its construction in 1929. The old
gymnasium can be seen to the left. In the fall of 1973, new
programs, facilities, and equipment were added to expand
curriculum. The new addition was approximately $300,000 and
included courses in Small Engines, Metals, and Power Mechanics.
The Florence County Joint Board of Education decided to
complete the school building with another addition that was
estimated at $1,200,000. This addition included a large lecture
hall, new gymnasium, offices, a library, science, and home
economics and music classrooms. During this time of the
additions, Mr. Lee Meyers was the superintendent of the schools
and the enrollment was at 999 students.

#23 Florence Motor Sales

724 Central Avenue
Anthony DeMuri purchased the business in 1941 from Tony
Grell, selling used cars and gas along with providing service to
vehicles. In 1946 he acquired the right to sell all types of Ford
vehicles. The original building was destroyed by fire December 8,
1966. By April 17, 1967 Tony was back in business in a new
metal building.

#12 Tavern on Central

500 Central Avenue
Once known as Matt’s Tavern, this was a two story building with
a home in the back. The structure burned down to a one story
restaurant/bar/home, and later changed owners and became
Justy’s Tavern and then The Black Bear. Currently locals can
enjoy great food and spirits at The Tavern on Central.

#35 McCraw Service

141 Florence Avenue
Originally serving as only a gas station, owner Lawrence McCraw
eventually built an addition allowing for two bays to enable
repairs on vehicles. Today the building houses Steamin’ Joe’s
Coffee Shop and Kelli’s Hair Salon below.

#36 Arthur and Evelyn Sells Home

155 Florence Avenue
Established in 1926, this was home to Arthur Sells, a county
district attorney and organizer of American Legion Post 211. The
home has been occupied by the Walter DallaGrana family since
1958. Currently, his son Brent and wife Jackie reside here.

#31 St. Mary’s Catholic Church

#4 Wilson Rynder Home

308 Florence Avenue
Established in 1881, St. Mary’s Parish church originally stood on
the corner of Olive Avenue and Norway Street. The current
building was built in 1976 after the older structure was torn
down.

317 Central Avenue
Established in 1889 for original owners, the Rynders, the
LaChapelle family once lived here, followed by the Ralph Dumke
family and the Rukamp family. Currently, Mama Bear’s Soaps is a
small business occupying the building.

# 21 Sherman House

725 Central Avenue
The Sherman House and Saloon was established in 1880. Later it
was known as the Cannedy Restaurant and was famous for its
custard ice cream. It onced served as the office of the district
attorney and today is the office of LaChapelle Insurance.

#14 State Bank of Florence

541 Central Avenue
Originally located on block 22, the current building was built in
1929. The Bank was established in 1891. Past president Mr.
Wilcox, worked with Fred Evans, teller in the early years at the
new location. Additions were made to the bank in 1984 and
2004.

#13 Tippy’s Bar/Dina Mia

508 Central Avenue
Orignally owned by Clarence “Tippy” Bomberg, this bar
establishment later passed down to sons Frank “Bud” and Paul
“Sonny.” Six bowling lanes were added in 1953 and it became a
popular place to gather for leagues. Bought and remodeled by
the Hahn family, it served as a Mexican restaurant for a time and
currently is operated as Dina Mia Restaurant, serving pizza and
American cuisine.

#22 Town Hall/Fire Department

733 Central Avenue
Located next to the town park, this building once housed the fire
department. For a while it served as a community center, housing
the senior meal site, and the town hall. Florence Auto Supply was
the most recent business to occupy the space, but they have
moved to the corner of Central and Quinnesec. Note the log cabin
that once sat in the park.

#11 E. W. Peterson Building

441 Central Avenue
This two story structure was built in 1875 and owned by E.W.
Peterson; it served as a farming hardware building. The front
threshold of the door shows the name E.W. Peterson in a mosaic
of stones as one enters the doorway. The building was originally
a one story building and the second floor was a later addition.
The building changed owners and became Witynski Hardware, a
family-owned hardware store. In 1984, the E.W. Peterson
building became a pharmacy. It was the one pharmacy in
Florence at the time. Many who have been in Florence before
may remember when the building was a sub shop, called
Subslingers. Years later, the building was changed to Florence
Powersports, a small shop that fixed engines like snowmobiles
and lawn mowers. In 2015 Greg Seibold bought the building and
remodeled the building to be apartments on the upstairs, and
office buildings on the main floor.

#24 Town Hall/Encore
748 Central Avenue

Built in 1937 the Encore on Central, formally known as the town

hall, has been utilized in many ways. Used as the town hall for
less than ten years, it later was home to multiple businesses: a
factory for making war uniforms and tents; cabinet maker, Jack
Miller, used the building as a factory; and electrical components
were made for the Volta Co. in the mid 1960’s. It was occupied by
The Florence Mining News during the seventies, owned by Cal
Erickson. Four different restaurants tried to make it there but
failed. Finally, in 2003 it was purchased by Don and Rachel
Egelseer, the current owners. In 2004 the Egelseers made
renovations to the building: a new green roof, new windows and
doors, and paint and trim enhancements.

#15 Old Drug Store

Corner of Central Avenue and Chapin Street
The Loughrey building, originally operated by Charles Loughery
as a general merchandise store, was built in 1881. Loughrey also
built the first sidewalk in Florence. Later it became Bergstrom’s
Drug store, followed by Syrjanen’s Drug Store, Wildwood Realty,
and then converted to apartments with room for a small business
at the front. The Florence Mining News once operated from this
location.

#20 Knutson Building

705 Central Avenue
Originally owned by Andrew Knutson, this building had a
taxidermy shop and a dry good store. Also in the building were a
shoe shop operated by Secondo Dalla Grana, a clothing store
operated by Gladys Chainey, and an ice cream shop on the
Quinnesec Street side owned by Eleanor Bliss.

#19 Ludington Hotel

629 Central Avenue
The empty lot on the corner of Central and Quinnesec Streets was
once the home of the Ludington Hotel, est. 1880. Later the
Chatterbox Tavern and Bowling occupied the space until it was
demolished in 2006.

#16 Whittlesy Sawmill Site

Woodward Avenue at Fisher Lake
Established in 1874, the Whittlesey Sawmill, located on the west
end of Fisher Lake, sawed the first logs to build the town of
Florence and actually predates the historic courthouse.

#17 Tiderman Dry Goods Store
624 Central Avenue
Tiderman Dry Goods was established in the 1800s. Later it
became the Rudstrom Building Mercantile, Equist’s Sportwear,
Denell’s Shoe Store, and later Ellen’s Crafts. The building is
currently vacant.

#18 Swanson Family Grocery Store
Corner of Central Avenue and Quinnesec Street
First owned by the Swanson family, this town grocery store was
purchased by William C. Haberkorn. It was operated by several
generations of sons: William E. followed by William and Jack.
Jack’s children Heidi and Jason later operated from the new store
location west of town, which is now Pat’s Foods. For a period of
time, Andrew Kelly operated Kelly’s Liquor and Market here, and
today the building is the home of Florence Auto Supply.

#25 Swedish Covenant Church

732 Chapin Street
The First Covenant Church had its beginning in Commonwealth
in 1887. Its first recorded pastor was O.T. Anderson. This
building was purchased from the Scandavanivan Lutheran
Church in the early 1900s. Damaged by fire in 1944, it was
restored and continued as a place of worship into the later
decades of the 1900s. Today it is privately owned, but once
housed the town’s St. Vincent de Paul store.

#10 Hiram D. Fisher Lodge

425 Central Avenue
Built in 1889, this structure originally served the town as a bank
after 1891. The vault is still intact within the building. Named for
the town’s discoverer and first postmaster, it now serves as the
local Masonic Temple.

#9 County Courthouse and Jail

501 Lake Avenue
The county courthouse and jail were built in 1889 during the
Romanesque Revival Period, designed by a Mr. James E. Clancy,
from Antigo, WI, who had a national reputation as an architect. With
its arched doorways, high windows, and high pitch roof, the
courthouse is one of the oldest to date in Wisconsin. The jail looks
much as it did in 1889 even though it had to be repaired in 2002
because the sandstone was beginning to crumble. The cells still have
workable locks: a single cell for females, and a double cell for males.
The courthouse and jail are listed on the National Register of Historic
Buildings.

#26 St. John’s Lutheran Church
524 Olive Avenue
The current congregation formed in 1888 and was called the
German Lutheran Church since the people who founded it were
German. The members worshipped in each other’s houses until
the actual building was bought from the Swedish Methodist
Episcopal Church in the year of 1897. The pastors did not speak
English until 1912, and even then only once a month. English
became the default language in 1929. The building has had many
additions. The interior was redecorated along with a stone
foundation being built in 1902. The next year, a parsonage was
added and a bell tower was built in 1913. The church was
elevated in 1947 to make room for a kitchen and a better heating
plant. In 2004, a fellowship and education space was added to the
building’s east side. St. John’s, like the rest of Florence’s churches,
has a rich history.

#27 Florence Schools

425 Olive Avenue
The original school in Florence faced south at the top of Cyclops
Street toward the courthouse. This school was opened September 3,
1883, and served all grades. It was eventually torn down in 1958 to
make room for the building standing and in use today. It once held
elementary, but today houses middle and high school.

#8 Florence Utility

501 Spring Avenue
The Florence Utility Commission was established in 1898. The
present building was a WPA project in 1932 during The Great
Depression.

#28 Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Corner of Olive Avenue and Norway Street
This quaint church was formed by the Bethlehem Society on
October 27, 1892. The society bought land from the Pewabic
Mining Co. for $800 on Oct. 30, 1894, and built a place for
Swedish worship, since congregants missed their homeland
services. The location of the first church building was on Chapin
Street and was the society's home for 60 years. They then moved
services to the current location. Today, the church services are
held in English! Some of the original furnishings are still in use.
For example, the old, wood-carved altars were made by a student
minister in the church’s early years.

#6 Nelson Home

316 Central Avenue
The Nelson home was established in the 1880’s. It is currently
occupied by an insurance company and a law office and once
housed a barber shop.

